
Fulbright U.S. Student Program: Study & Research Abroad | IIE

Description

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is offered by the Institute of International Education (IIE) on
behalf of the U.S. Department of State, giving U.S. citizens the chance to study, conduct research, or
teach English in more than 140 countries. The 2027â??2028 application cycle is currently open, with
candidates applying through the official Fulbright competition. This opportunity is ideal for graduating
seniors, recent graduates, graduate students, and young professionals seeking international academic,
research, and cultural exchange experiences while developing global leadership skills.

Scholarship Overview

Host Country: United States (administering country) / 140+ host countries and territories
worldwide

Study Level / Opportunity Type: Fellowship (Study, Research, Graduate Study, or English
Teaching Assistantship)

Funding Classification: Fully Funded (benefits vary by country and award, but most grants
include travel, living stipend, and health benefits)

Application Deadline: October 6, 2026 (5:00 PM Eastern Time) for the 2027â??2028
competition

Current Status: Applications Open

Benefits

Tuition Fees: Covered where applicable

Monthly Stipend / Living Allowance: Provided
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Travel or Airfare: Round-trip airfare included

Health Insurance: Provided

Accommodation: Not provided directly

Visa, Books, Research or Settling-in Allowance: Available for eligible awards, depending on
the host country and award type.

Eligibility Criteria

Nationality: Applicants must be U.S. citizens at the time of application.

Academic Qualifications: A bachelorâ??s degree (or equivalent) must be completed before
the grant begins. Most Ph.D. holders are not eligible.

Age Limit: No official age limit is specified.

Work Experience: No minimum work experience is required, though relevant academic or
professional experience may strengthen an application.

Language Requirements: Applicants must meet the language requirements of the selected
host country or award, if applicable.

Admission Requirements: Applicants must submit a competitive Fulbright application.
Admission to a host institution may be required for certain graduate study awards.

Nomination Route: Students apply through their U.S. college or universityâ??s Fulbright
Program Adviser if available, while graduates and other eligible applicants may apply as At-
Large candidates.

Available Fields or Programmes

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program currently offers the following officially confirmed opportunities:

Independent Study
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Research

Graduate Degree Study (available in selected host countries)

English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Program

Creative and Performing Arts Projects

Critical Language Enhancement Award (available to eligible selected grantees)

How to Apply

1. Review the eligibility requirements and choose your preferred host country and award type.

2. Prepare the required application documents, including your project proposal, personal statement,
transcripts, and references.

3. Apply online through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program application portal.

4. If you are currently enrolled at a U.S. college or university, submit your application through your
Fulbright Program Adviser (FPA). Graduates and other eligible applicants may apply as At-
Large candidates.

5. Complete any campus review or interview process, if applicable.

6. Wait for the national selection process and final award notification.

Application Route: Applicants apply directly through the official Fulbright U.S. Student Program
online application system, either via their universityâ??s Fulbright Program Adviser or as an At-Large
applicant. Applications are not submitted through U.S. embassies or host universities.

Required Documents

Completed online application form
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Statement of Grant Purpose / Research Proposal

Personal Statement

Academic transcripts

Three recommendation letters

Foreign language evaluation (if required)

Letter of affiliation (for research/study awards, if required)

Portfolio (for creative and performing arts applicants, if required)

Additional supporting documents required by the selected country or award type (if applicable)

Important Dates

Opening Date: April 1, 2026 (for the 2027â??2028 competition cycle)

Application Deadline: October 6, 2026, at 5:00 PM Eastern Time (ET)

Nomination Deadline: Not applicable for At-Large applicants; campus nomination deadlines vary
by U.S. institution

Interview Period: Varies by institution and selection process; applicants should check with their
Fulbright Program Adviser

Final Results Announcement: Early 2027 (timeline varies by country and award type)

Is this scholarship fully funded or tuition-only?

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is generally considered a fully funded fellowship. It may provide
benefits such as a living stipend, round-trip airfare, health coverage, and other allowances. Specific
funding details vary depending on the host country and award type.

Which nationalities and study levels are eligible?
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The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is open to U.S. citizens only. Eligible applicants include
graduating seniors, recent graduates, and graduate-level students. Applicants may apply for study,
research, or English Teaching Assistant (ETA) opportunities depending on the selected award.

Is university admission required before the scholarship application?

No, university admission is not always required before applying. Requirements depend on the selected
award and host country. Some graduate study or research awards may require an affiliation or
acceptance from a host institution.

What is the exact deadline and timezone?

The application deadline for the Fulbright U.S. Student Program 2027â??2028 competition is October
6, 2026, at 5:00 PM Eastern Time (ET). Applicants should submit their applications before the deadline
through the official Fulbright application system.

Is there an application fee?

No, there is no application fee for submitting an application to the Fulbright U.S. Student Program.
Applicants can complete and submit the online application free of charge.

Category

1. Fellowships
2. Scholarships
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